Endothelin-1 and tumour development.
There has been a growing conviction amongst oncologists that cancer is a disease characterized by changes in specific molecules. These changes include alteration in the structure, regulation or quantity of growth factors and their receptors, signal transducers and the proteins encoded by dominant or suppressor/recessive oncogenes. The role of endothelin (vasoactive peptide) in tumour cell signal transduction and mitogenesis and induction of endothelial cell growth and angiogenesis in tumour growth is discussed in this article.